Partnership for Sustainable

Communities:
Recent Regional Accomplishments Q2

On June 16, 2013, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT), and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) celebrated four years of
partnership helping communities improve access to affordable housing, increase transportation options, and
lower transportation costs while protecting the environment. Federal staff working in the regions helped
celebrate the occasion by participating in a nationwide conversation about working with state and local
partners and each other to support sustainable and livable communities. Regional milestones and successes
between April and June, 2013 include:

Communicating Successes

Regions 2, 9, and 10 developed reports summarizing accomplishments under the Federal Partnership for
Sustainable Communities (PSC) in conjunction with the fourth anniversary of the PSC. The Region 9 report is
available at www.sustainablecommunities.gov/pdf/PSW-sustainable-communities-report-lg.pdf and
includes case studies illustrating how the PSC is supporting communities in their efforts to design
neighborhoods that provide more housing and transportation choices. Region 6 HUD surveyed area public
housing authorities for their sustainability best practices and is currently following up on submissions.

Coordinating Policies and Programs

In Region 4 the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR), and EPA met with Primary Care Association Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) to
discuss the benefits of redeveloping brownfields and using green infrastructure approaches in the
construction of community health centers. Region 2 collaborated with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Department of State on a Brownfields Interagency Work
Group for the purposes of providing technical support and advice to communities involved in the cleanup
and redevelopment of brownfields. Region 9 HUD supported the Department of Energy (DOE) in providing
outreach and information on DOE’s Tribal Energy program. Assistance included coordination with other
Federal agencies in reviewing applications for tribal energy grant funds.

Supporting Communities

Regions 1 and 5 held White House Roundtable Discussions on “Building Livable and Economically Resilient
Communities” in Boston, Massachusetts and Racine, Wisconsin, respectively. Many other Regions plan to
hold Roundtable Discussions, which are an opportunity for municipal staff, community leaders, industry
representatives, and other stakeholders to meet with Federal staff and report about the successes and
challenges of their projects—and what the PSC can do to help. Region 10 EPA, FHWA, and HUD participated
in a Sustainable Design and Green Building Toolkit Workshop hosted by the City of Boise on June 10 as a
recipient of an EPA Building Blocks Technical Assistance Grant. The participants evaluated the city's building
and land-use codes and offered tools and advice for best practices in sustainable development. The three
focus areas were Sustainable Sites and Development Practices, Water Efficiency- Conservation and
Management, and Materials and Resource Conservation. The findings were presented to the public at an
open house later that evening.
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Region 1 —Met with the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program to support its work under a
HUD Sustainable Communities Grant.

Region 2 —Continued to support the integration of smart growth, sustainability, and resiliency
principles into the New York and New Jersey recovery process in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

Region 3 —Analyzed challenges and concerns related to a proposed light rail transit system in
Maryland, and methods for ensuring that the line creates good jobs and training for local
workers, creates affordable housing, and protects existing small businesses.

Region 4 —EPA and Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) staff met with representatives of
the National Association of Development Organizations and the International Economic
Development Council to discuss a project in Alabama that will address economic challenges in
communities impacted by tornadoes in 2011. The project, funded by EDA, will help a number of
cities develop economic development plans.

Region 5 —Supported the city of Cleveland, Ohio in planning for brownfields redevelopment in
the Lower Buckeye and Kinsman neighborhoods, environmental justice areas featuring
extensive tracts of vacant land. EPA and DOT have contributed funding.

Region 6 -=FHWA held a Green Streets workshop at the Texas Department of Transportation
Riverside campus in Austin, Texas. Over 100 individuals attended this event representing Federal
agencies, metropolitan planning organizations, city/county transportation planning officials,
university researchers, State and local environmental groups, members of the transportation
industry, and private sector consultants.

Region 7 —Is developing a project funding matrix of major projects to aid in aligning resources.

Region 8 —-FEMA attended the May 2013 PSC meeting hosted by HUD to discuss the National
Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) and EPA reached out to FEMA to discuss additional
collaboration.

Region 9 — EPA and HUD, in partnership with Northern Arizona University and tribal indoor air
quality professionals, conducted training activities to address indoor air quality issues in tribal
housing and community development.

Region 10 —-HUD and FHWA met with the Governor of Oregon's Regional Solutions Teams (RSTs)
leadership to coordinate efforts. RSTs bring together State agencies roughly equivalent to the
Federal PSC agencies to work on locally-generated projects to sustain the Oregon economy.
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